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REVIEWS 

The Conflict of Colour : The Threatened Upheaval throughout 
the World. By B. L. Putnam Weale. New York, Macmillan and 
Company, 1910. — ix, 341 pp. 

As appears by the title , the author of the present work apprehends 
that the future progress of the world is likely to be upset by vast con- 
flicts growing out of differences in color. In his opinion the conflict 
of color possesses "ever new potentialities," so that it may be laid 
down as an axiom that no sooner will one part of the problem be 
temporarily solved than another part will claim attention. There is, 
as he says, " one thing which can never be altered, and that is color " ; 
and the "real root" of the racial difficulty throughout the world is 
that there exists " a widespread racial antipathy founded on color — an 
animal-like instinct, if you will, but an instinct which must remain in 
existence until the world becomes Utopia." Admitting these premises 
to be correct, it may be questioned whether the author is justified in 
maintaining that " permanent, and not temporary, measures of relief " 
may be found in what he calls " the real goal — an Asiatic- African bal- 
ance of power which shall ultimately exist independent of Europe." 
Apart, however, from any question as to the practical value of such a 
measure, it may be doubted whether differences of color merit the im- 
portance which the author gives to them in relation to the preservation 
of the world's peace and order. As differences in color have existed 
during all recorded history, it is not altogether clear why they are to 
play in the immediate future a part altogether disproportionate to that 
which they have played in the past. That differences in color do 
arouse in human beings a certain feeling of antagonism every sensible 
observer would be willing to admit ; but this is a property common to 
all differences, whether of language, of dress, of politics, of religion or 
of manners and customs. Speaking generally, and without regard to 
individual exceptions, each association of human beings bound together 
by similar views and habits assumes for itself a certain superiority to any 
other association representing different views and habits. This is true 
not only as regards smaller groups but as regards nations : the English 
think themselves superior to the Germans, and vice versa ; the Germans 
think themselves superior to the French, and vice versa ; and of the 
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superiority of the Americans to all other peoples there can of course 
be no doubt. Recently there has been more or less outcry in the 
United States against the Japanese , and , if we should hastily assume 
that this is entirely due to a difference in race or in color, we should be 
obliged to admit that, in times past, differences of other kinds have cre- 
ated similar outcries, equally as strong, against the Germans or the 
English or other peoples. At the present moment perhaps the most 
dangerous antagonism in the world and the one that most threatens to 
disturb the peace is that between England and Germany, and this cer- 
tainly is not to be explained by any difference in color. Going back 
several hundred years, to a time when great wars were produced by 
differences in religion, we find that Francis I of France, in order to 
fight his white enemies, was willing to take the unprecedented step of 
making an alliance with the Turks , overlooking differences in race, in 
color and in religion all combined. To-day, perhaps partly if not largely 
as the result of various manifestations in the United States , we find Rus- 
sia and Japan getting together in the Far East, in spite of permanent 
racial differences and temporary discords. It would be easy to carry 
on the analysis of present and past conditions almost indefinitely, to 
show that differences in color are not likely to assume an exclusive 
prominence, in the development of international relations, although they 
will continue to play in the future, just as they have done in the past, a 
certain part, which will on occasion be predominant or subordinate 
according to circumstances and conditions. 

J. B. M. 

The International Relations of the Chinese Empire. By HOSEA 
Ballou Morse. London, Longmans, Green and Company, 1910. 
— xxxix, 727 pp., with illustrations, maps and diagrams. 

China and the Far East. Edited by GEORGE H. Blakeslee. 
New York, Thomas Y. Crowell and Company, 1910. — xxii, 455 pp. 

Mr. Morse, who modestly calls himself a "compiler," has made a 
substantial and valuable contribution to what has been published con- 
cerning China. He was impelled to undertake his task by the convic- 
tion that narratives of events in China have been too often influ- 
enced by preconceptions that the Chinese were always right and the 
western nations always wrong, or vice versa, or by the desire to exalt 
some hero. In such narratives much use was naturally made of salient 
and picturesque events, such as the imprisonment of the foreign 



